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ATNI Annual 2025 Convention
Resolution #2025 – DRFT_XX
“Support for Current Terms of the SSBCI”
PREAMBLE
We, the members of the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants rights secured under Indian Treaties, Executive Orders and benefits to which we are entitled under the laws and constitution of the United States and several states, to enlighten the public toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values, and otherwise promote the welfare of the Indian people, do hereby establish and submit the following resolution:


WHEREAS, the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians (ATNI) are representatives of and advocates for national, regional, and specific tribal concerns; and


WHEREAS, ATNI is a regional organization comprised of American Indians/Alaska Natives and tribes in the states of Washington, Idaho, Oregon, Montana, Nevada, Northern California, and Alaska; and


WHEREAS, creating opportunities for Indian Nations, preservation of tribal soveignty and protection of cultural and natural resources are primary goals and objectives of ATNI; and
WHEREAS, the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), enacted on March 11, 2021, amended the State Small Business Credit and Jobs Act of 2010 (SSBCI) to allocate over $700 million to Tribal Governments for the purpose of establishing and implementing small business credit support programs that promote small business creation, job creation and other economic benefits to the Tribe and its members; and
WHEREAS, the SSBCI program provided for capital and other financing tools to support and grow Native owned small businesses and Tribal enterprises; and

WHEREAS, the program design was for a 10-year program wherein the deployed capital would be relent with the end of the 10-year period would result in these resources be defederalized and accrue to a given Tribe as unrestricted; and
WHEREAS, the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians Economic Development Corporation (ATNI-EDC) participated in early discussions with Treasury officials on the new program’s requirements and helped shape needed adjustments for Indian Country; and
WHEREAS, the ATNI-EDC also conducted extensive regional discussions with Tribes on the SSBCI program the opportunities it possesses; and
WHEREAS, through this process, 36 Tribes have made the choice to contribute their allocation, totaling $32 million, to be administered by the ATNI-EDC under the subsidiary ATNI Financial Services entity, a Native Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI); and
WHEREAS, many other Tribes have also directly accepted and are administering their SSBCI allocation under their own program or Tribal CDFI’s; and
WHEREAS, there have been indications of the Department of Treasury contemplating reversing the end-of-program defederalizing of the SSBCI funds as well as withholding all undeployed SSBCI funds after 2028; and
WHEREAS, the leadership of the ATNI-EDC and the Northwest Native Lending Network (representing 17 ATNI region CDFI’s and Tribal lending program) have expressed the deep concern that this is a reversal of the obligations we accepted in good faith from the United States Government; now
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians strongly urge the Trump Administration to stand true to the terms and commitments under which Tribes have accepted the SSBCI opportunity; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that ATNI further encourages Congress to insist that the program stands for the full 10-year duration without canceling funding in 2026 or anytime in the 10-year duration; 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that ATNI strongly insists that the original commitment of the original terms of the SSBCI allocations be acknowledged as obligation between sovereigns; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that this will be the policy of ATNI until it is withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolutions.
CERTIFICATION
The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 2025 Annual  Convention of the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians, Suquamish, Washington, on October 13-16, 2025, with a quorum approving.
______________________________

______________________________

Leonard Forsman, President



Norma Jean Louie, Secretary
2025 Mid-Year Convention   

          Page 3

